
  “RIVERBLENDERS” - NEWSLETTERAPRIL, 2011

1

River Ramblings
Editor - Je"ey Grimmer

Mankato “Riverblender’s” Heading to Rochester
Mark your calendars!!!  - Since we won our 
Division Contest we are eligible to participate in 
the LO’L Fall District Contest and Convention to 
be held in Rochester, Minnesota.  Please mark your 
calendars for October 21-22, 2011, for being in 
Rochester to compete.  Also try to manage your 
vacations and schedules so you can be a part of the 
intense rehearsals prior to the contest.  
I will be asking for commitments to this contest 
after the show in May.  We need to send our 
registrations and reserve hotel rooms well in 
advance.  The Board will act on how much of our 
registration will be paid based on the $ success 
level of our show in May.  Sell those tickets and 
ads!! 
As you may know, Derek has indicated he (and 
Emily) will be moving to the metro area for her 
employment after she finishes school in December. 
Rochester wil l be the “Riverblenders” last 
competition with Derek as our director -  let's 
shoot for the highest scores ever. 
 Also plan to attend the quartet competitions to 
support Leonard and Derek in “Grand Design” - 
that usually happens Friday evening (prelims ) and 
finishes Saturday.  There will be lots of fun things 
to do, see, and hear.  So start planning NOW! 
Thank you in advance for your commitment.
INVENTORY:  
As house manager, I am asking anyone who has 
"Riverblender" property at home or in storage to 

make a list, and/or take pictures. My goal is to 
compile an inventory of what we have and where 
it’s at.  I'm certain there are things that have 
accumulated and should be saved for the museum 
value - or discarded.  My goal is to compile a list of 
inventory/pictures and let the Board decide the 
outcome.  We can then develop a strategy to store 
what is deemed important and organize that space. 
Feel free to email me at: stanbruss@charter.net
SOUND SYSTEM:
I would also like to make a list of who is 
knowledgeable on setting up and running our 
sound system.  Should any group wish to rent the 
system, the Board has designed a contract form 
and it requires a trained person to set up/operate 
the equipment.  We would also like to "train" some
new people to be a part of our tech crew.  Rocket 
science or electrical engineering is not a pre-
requisite.  Please consider this opportunity to be of 
service to the Riverblenders organization.  
E-mail or call me if you are familiar with the 
system set-up process or wish to become a part of 
the team.  
Thanks!!

Stan Bruss - House Manager

2011 Southwest Division Chorus Champions

https://webmail.hickorytech.net/scripts/mail/compose.mail?compose=1&.ob=356468684877cdedaf2a325abc0cf0e585b17c08&composeto=stanbruss%40charter.net
https://webmail.hickorytech.net/scripts/mail/compose.mail?compose=1&.ob=356468684877cdedaf2a325abc0cf0e585b17c08&composeto=stanbruss%40charter.net
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The summer church singout dates are as follows:
June 12 - (Mankato Churches?)
June 26 - (Mankato Churches?)            
July 10 -  Lake Crystal & N. Mankato ( We may not have a director for this one ! YIKES!! )
July 24 -  To Be Determined
August 7 - St. Peter Churches
August 21 - Mapleton Churches   
There may be an additional one on Aug. 28 - more to follow on that.
Our goal is to have at least 20 men for each performance & 1 director !
PLEASE sign the signup sheet if you can make every date except 1!!!      
So far we have 12 names, 8 more to go!!
 

Riverblenders Summer Performances

Wayne Hughes
 Music Vice President

Charter cable channel 13 
Hickory Tech cable channel 7

(Show Advertising)
Sunday at 12:30 pm
Monday at 5:30 pm
Tuesday at 3:30 pm

Wednesday at 9:30 am
Thursday at 5:30 pm

Friday at 8:30 pm
Saturday at 8:00 am

Thanks To Greg Rosevold & Soul Purpose

Riverblenders Annual Show
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Just 1 week to go!

Thanks to everyone 

that sold ads!!

We exceeded last years 
total sales!

Now, one last item to 
make this show a hugh 

success - sell those 
tickets!

Tim and Thom have 
put together a very 

creative script for us, 
and its going to be a lot 

of fun performing! 



  “RIVERBLENDERS” - RIVER RAMBLINGSAPRIL, 2011

3

-This is the first of four pages of Barbershop Harmony Society Benefits to chorus members-
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-SUPPORT OUR QUARTETS-
If you know of someone needing 

entertainment and cannot use the whole 
chorus - please use the following information 

and pass it on to potential clients.

Please Note : 
 When you goto court, you are putting 
yourself in the hands of 12 people that 
weren’t smart enough to get out of 
jury duty.  

“RIVERBEND
     Ron Meyer - Lead         Ryan Kuisle - Baritone

Jim Mongeau - Tenor       Chuck Youngblom - Bass

Contact: Ron Meyer at (507) 381-9978

Barbershop Quartet
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Calendar
May 6, 2011 - Friday

Crossview Covenant Church 

Dress Rehearsal: 6:30 PM

May 7, 2011 - Saturday
Crossview Covenant Church 

Annual Shows:
2:00 & 7:00 PM

                 Preglow :
            Best Western
               Afterglow : 
   North Links Golf Course

May 10, 2011 - Tuesday
Loyola High School

Board Meeting - 6 PM

Rehearsal & Pizza

May 17, 2011 - Tuesday

Rehearsal

Loyola High School - 7 PM

May 24, 2011 - Tuesday

Rehearsal

Loyola High School - 7 PM

May 31, 2011 - Tuesday

Rehearsal

Loyola High School - 7 PM

 

QUARTET NEWS 

Items of Interest
Herman Schutter

Former member, residing at Laurels 
Edge. Herman’s wife recently passed 

away, she was 90 years young.
Chuck Youngblom

His wife Janet was recently diagnosed 
with leukemia. - 

Please keep her in your thoughts.
Ron Meyer

His wife Ruth recently under went 
surgery and is home. 

Please keep her in your thoughts.
Jim Mongeau

Jim’s dad recently passed away.  
Please keep him in your thoughts

2012 Show Music 
The “Disney” theme music has been 

chosen and is available for you on CD
Contact - Doug Peterson

RURAL FREE DELIVERY - RFD 
continues to receive accolades from 
their recent performances at the 
ITEEA International Conference, 
which was held in Minneapolis on 
March 26 , a t the Minneapo l i s 
Convention Center.
They sang for a packed house at the 
opening of the Second General Session 
singing a welcoming song that they 
wrote the words to.  They have received 
se vera l i tems concer n ing the 
performance.  An email from the 
Editor-In-Chief, Katie de a Paz at 
ITEEA,  telling them that it was a 
wonderful performance.  Also a card 
from the Executive Director of ITEEA 
thanking them for coming and singing 
at the conference, stating that we were a 
big part of a great conference. The 
current May/June 2011 issues of ITEEA’s 
magazine “Teaching and Engineering 
Teacher” features a picture of the 
quartet on the inside of of the back 
cover. 

Senior Expo - On May 17th, Magic 
and RFD will be performing at the 
Senior Expo, being held at the Mankato 
Civic Center Annex.  Ron Meyer will 
also be helping out by handing out 
information about the Riverblenders 
and local Quartets at the Twin Rivers 
Booth.
RIVERBEND - has been working on 
their songs for the show May 7th.  As 
the chapter 's ne west Quar tet , 
Riverbend is getting their "musical 
bearings", while dealing with the 
individual member's schedules.   Their 
Baritone Matt has moved to Rogers, 
Minnesota.   Ryan Kuisle is learning 

MAGIC - is thirty years old this 
month and has had a great run.  We 
have sung in England and Wales, 
singing five shows.  Choruses have 
flown us into Bismarck, North 
Dakota and Thunder Bay, Canada 
and we have traveled all of Iowa, 
Wisconsin, and Minnesota.  We are 
a little bit like the Gay Nineties, 
that is we have used our same 
"stuff" for thirty years, have never 
won a contest, but have never lost a 
show!  Frank Selvey, a great bass, is 
singing his last show with us on May 
7th.  He is one of those retired folks 
that thinks he needs to be in 
Florida.  Stan Bruss has taken 
Frank's place and has sung with us 
since Valentine's day.  In May we 
have four shows plus singing at a 
funeral and on June 1st another 
show.  Stan likes that.  He did his 
first show a month ago and while I 
was in front introducing Stan as a 
re t i red under taker he wa s 
measuring me from the back side 
with a tape measure.  The crowd 
broke up laughing.   I could not see 
that an introduction could be that 
funny.  Wayne Hughes is loosening 
up and we look forward to the time 
he goes into the audience and gives 
some gal a big kiss!  Doug Peterson 
has become a great magician and 
makes our former magician look 
like a novice!  Quarteting has been a 
way of life for MAGIC and we are 
p lea sed to represent the 
Riverblenders.  A busy quartet is a 
happy quartet.

the Baritone part to take Matt's 
place. Jim, Charles, and Ron are the 
other parts of the Quartet, Tenor, 
Bass and Lead respectively.   Life's 
events make rehearsal schedules a 
challenge.  Riverbend will be ready 
for the show and eagerly anticipate 
the time that they will be as busy 
singing for the public, as they now 
are trying to build a repertoire.  
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Ed Wirtz
Barbershopper for 61 Years

Long time “Riverblender” member and former 
Associate Director, “Ed Wirtz” was recently 
presented with his “61st” Official Membership card 
as an on going member of the Barbershop Harmony 
Society (SPEBSQSA) .  For the newer members of 
the chorus, that may not have heard of “Little” 
Eddy, it is due to the fact that Ed has not been an 
active member of the “Riverblenders” for quite 
some time.  He moved to Wabasha, Minnesota 
many years ago.
Ed started in Barbershop in New Ulm in 1951 at age 
13 while a student at Holy Trinity High School. Guy 
DeLeo was his high school chorus director and also 
directed the local barbershop chapter.  His high 
school quartet was called Pen Points and after 
singing with them he was hooked.
From there he went on to Direct the Waseca 
Chorus from 1971 to 1973.  In 1973 he joined the 
Mankato Chapter and just missed being a charter 
member by 1 week.  He told Phil Knautz, long ago, 
that as long as he is able and as long as there's a 
Riverblenders in Mankato he will continue to be a 
member regardless of where he lives. He used to 
hope that if he had a bad day at work, it would 
occur on a Tuesday or Thursday because those 
nights he would be singing and all would be better. 
“Can't think of anything else except to say it's been 
one hell of a trip.  Good luck to you all!” - Ed Wirtz
Over these many years, Ed has proudly represented 
the chorus, on shows and contests all over the USA. 
Singing with many quartets-

“Odd Squad” 
1974  - Division Contest
“Saturday Review” 

1976 - International Competition
1977 - Div. Champs & Inter. Comp.

“Ring Of Gold”
1978  - Div. Champs

1979 - Div. & Dist. Champs, Inter. Comp.
1981 - International Competition

“Downstate Express”
1982 - Div. & Dist. Champs

1983 - International Competition
1984 - International Competition
1985 - International Competition
1996 - International Competition

2004 - International Senior Champs
2009 - LO’L District Hall Of Fame

SOUL PURPOSE - Soul Purpose recorded a 
seven minute advertisement for Mankato Public 
Access CCTV.  The spot includes two songs by the 
quartet, along with a promotional shot of the spring 
show poster, accompanied by announcement 
providing ticket information for the show.  The 
spot was recorded April 20th, and can be seen 
throughout the day ( see page 2).  The basic show 
information is also included in the rolling calendar 
of events that continues throughout the day.

The Odd Squad
Bari-Dick VanKrevelan  - Bass-Gordy Smith

 Lead-Jeff Grimmer -  Tenor-Ed Wirtz


