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River Ramblings
Editor - Je"ey Grimmer 

Gaylord Performances

  We started the day off by meeting at 8 AM for coffee and rolls at St. Paul Lutheran Church in Gaylord.  We 
had a good group because it was basically the men that would perform in the afternoon.  We then started off 
and sang for six different churches in Gaylord.  Some of the clergy promoted our afternoon show - thanks!  
At approximately 11:15 AM we went to the “Prairie House” restaurant and had a great lunch thanks to the 
local Sertoma Club - thanks to them for their support.
  After lunch we headed to the Gaylord Middle School to set up the risers (thanks Stan for hauling them), set 
up the sound system (thanks Jon Schwichtenberg), change into our uniforms,  and warm up.  Then on with 
the show at 2 PM.

The wide awake and ready to go church performers

The Gaylord “Riverblenders” Chorus - “LIVE”
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Riverbend MAGIC

Choreography??

Emcee - Arv Zenk

Local Talent

Jake and Arv warming up The Riverblenders warming up

  Many chorus members helped to unload and set up risers, while others helped with the sound 
systems set up and check.  Once that got done, Doug Peterson warmed us up while Jacob got his 
music together and Arvid got his script organized and studied.  Thanks to all of the members 
that helped make this performance a success. Thanks also to Stan Bruss for getting the sound 
system checked out and repaired. (close call)
  Both “MAGIC” and “Riverbend” quartets, along with some local talent, added the finishing 
touches to the first half performance.  After they were finished, the Riverblender’s came out and 
did a final 5 songs to finish up the 2 hour program.  
  The chorus would like to thank everyone from the Gaylord area that helped set this fun event 
up.  We had a great time and enjoyed the wonderful audience.  We look forward to seeing lots of 
the folks at our concerts and contests in the future.

The Chorus At Gaylord
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  On October 1, 2013 the return of coach Larry Monson transpired!  This was a regular Tuesday 
night rehearsal so we had a big group in attendance.  Most of us got there early and were ready to 
sing after Doug Peterson warmed us up.
  Larry corrected a lot of items and it was a great benefit to the chorus.  The chorus would like to 
thank him again for his time and talent and the great job he did with our chorus.
Thanks Larry!!  

Sam’s Club Re-Grand Opening
  On Friday October 4, 2013 the Mankato Riverblenders performed at the Sam’s Club Re-Grand 
Opening in Mankato.  The performance was at at 9:00 AM with 23 Riverblenders in attendance.  
 The chorus membership met at Sam’s Club at 8:30 AM for warm ups wearing our Yellow Summer 
Shirt, Black Pants and Black Shoes.  We then moved to the front of the store and sang until 9:30 
AM.  The customers and Sam’s employees looked, listened, and enjoyed our singing.  
  Thanks to the members that could make it you did a great job and you were a good looking group!

Coaching Session With Larry Monson

  On Saturday, October 26th, the Mankato Riverblender’s Chorus was the mic testing chorus at the 
LO’L contest in La Crosse.  The uniform of the day was our Maroon Long Sleeved Shirt, Chorus 
Black Pants, Black Shoes. We sang well, and scored a “65”.  Not bad for such a small group of our 
membership.  We wish more of you could have come along and helped us out.  We definitely sing 
better as a whole chorus.
  We would like to thank the LaCrosse “Coulee Chordsmen” for inviting us to sing as the mic 
testing chorus and to congratulate them on their 14th place finish at the contest.  It goes without 
saying, that the “Coulee Chordsmen” did a lot of work putting on this contest, which went along 
very smoothly.  This is a tribute to their hard work and the hard work of their spouses and friends.  
THANKS A LOT!

La Crosse Performance

Director - Jacob Ritter and Coach/Mentor Larry Monson
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Try to figure out who all of these 
LO’L Contest guests are - Names 
will be in the November Issue of the 
River Ramblings.
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Riverblender’s At The Contest
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High Lights From LO’L

A gleeful group heading to warm up at 8AM

Warm ups with Doug

Jacob doing final tune ups

2013 Quartet Champs - Kordal Kombat

Joe Liles being inducted into the LO’L Hall of Fame

Youth In Harmony Chorus - Directed by Sam Sather
31
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Calendar
November 2, 2013 - Saturday

Minnesota Valley SA Show
See Page 12 for Details 

November 5, 2013 - Tuesday

Loyola High School Band Room

Regular Practice - 7:00 PM
November 12, 2013 - Tuesday

Loyola High School Band Room

Regular Practice - 7:00 PM
November 13, 2013 - Wednesday

Loyola High School - Chapel - 9:30 PM

Sing for Loyola Students
November 16, 2013 - Saturday

Installation Banquet - 6 PM Happy Hour

Applewood Restaurant - Mankato

November 19 & 26, 2013 - Tuesdays
Combined Rehearsals - 7:00 PM

“Christ The King Lutheran Church”

December 1, 2013 - Sunday*
Holiday Concerts - with Sweet Adelines

(Mankato - be there at 2 PM)

(Meal after show - $10.00)
(St.Peter - be there at 7 PM

Sing - Mankato - 3PM - St. Peter - 7:30PM

December 3, 2013 - Tuesday

Cubs West (On Hill) - sing 5-6 PM

Loyola High School Band Room
Regular Practice - 7:00 PM

December 10, 2013 - Tuesday

HyVee (On Hill) - sing 5-6 PM
Loyola High School Band Room

Regular Practice - 7:00 PM

December 17, 2013 - Tuesday
Cubs - downtown - sing 5-6 PM

Loyola High School Band Room

Regular Practice - 7:00 PM

Nice To Know

Mr. Pumpkin
Says

“Happy Halloween”
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Holiday Harmony Christmas Show
  Hey guys, start "talking up" our Sunday, Dec. 1, Christmas show to your family and friends. It's the 
weekend of Thanksgiving, so make it a topic at your Thanksgiving dinner. Tickets are only $10 and 
students (K-college), are free with a donation to the food shelf.  We will do two shows together with 
the Minnesota Valley Sweet Adeline Chorus.  Shows will be 3:00 PM at Christ the King Church in 
Mankato and 7:30 PM at the Church of St. Peter.  
  Dinner between shows will be held at Christ the King following the 3:00 PM performance.  Tickets 
for dinner will be sold in advance and your family and friends are welcome to join us.
Holiday Harmony Program Chair - Joel Botten

Chorus songs that will be sung
 (this may change a bit)

Ding Dong! Merrily On High - Combined
Candlelight Carol - Combined

Do You Hear What I Hear - Riverblenders
Mary Had A Baby - Riverblenders

Carol Of The Bells - Minnesota Valley
Go Tell It On The Mountain - Minnesota Valley

It’s Beginning To Look A Lot Like Christmas - Riverblenders
Jingle Bells - Riverblenders

Prepare Ye, Prepare Ye - Minnesota Valley
It’s The Most Wonderful Time Of The Year - Minnesota Valley

Baby It’s Cold Outside - Combined
Going To Bethlehem - Combined

Silent Night - Combined

It is really nice to 
see that not all of 
the Riverblender’s 
are retired.  Keep 
up the good hard 
work Mike.
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  Holiday  

        Harmony
                          
                          
            `         Presented  by  the

  Mankato  Riverblenders

                     &  

  MN  Valley  Sweet  Adelines

                     Sunday

                  December  1,  2013

Tickets  are  $10.00  at  the  door
Students  are  free  with  food  shelf  donation

3:00  PM    Christ  the  King  Lutheran  Church  

222  Pfau  St.  Mankato

7:30  PM    Catholic  Church  of  St.  Peter,

    1801  Broadway,  St.  Peter

Tickets  are  on  sale  at  Cub  Foods,  HyVee,  
&  Chorus  members  or  call  507-‐ 420  -‐ 5847


